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SAVE AMER'CA,S TREASURES (continued from page 5)

Francisco; and Pietro Mangarella, of It-
aly, currently working as a research
scholar for the University of Pennsylva-
nia.

Our team of artists includes Patri-
cia Hulin who specializes in zinc cast-
ings; Anthony Henderson, stone
carver; and Jim Jenkins, blacksmith.
Royal Osborne from the archdiocesan
cemeteries is the project mason, work-
ing and training in preservation tech-
niques.

Our progress on Alley 9-L

Work began in February with the
photo-documentation and cleaning of
each tomb slated for preservation.
Each conservation assistant was as-
signed a set of tombs to bring to com-
pletion with the help of the masons,
artists, architects and even engineers.
Laura Ewen has been working on the
St. Cyr family tomb. Laura began by re-
moving all vegetation, loose lime wash
and stucco, and Portland Cement
patches, and re-laying the missing
bricks. Then, using a syringe, she
grouted the original detached, but still
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Before: Famille St. Cyr tomb prior to
preservation

In progress: Famille St. Cyr tomb
showing the replacement of marble
shelf at the base, the removal of all
dirt and debris, and the
reconstruction of the front parapet
and roof line.

intact, stucco to the brick and then
filled in any other cracks with lime
mortar. The tablet was removed and
cleaned and will be reinstalled after the
tomb is complete.

Anthony Henderson will replace
the missing ornamentation on the top
of the tomb with one of his own design.
Following the remaining plaster work
and the lab analysis of lime-wash col-
ors, the tomb will be lime-washed to
bring it back to its original appearance.

The tomb on which Pietro
Mangarella is working, the Mallard
tomb, is nearby. The roof, which was in
poor condition, has been his main fo-
cus so far. Removing the vegetation
that feeds off the mortar was one of the
first steps. He then removed all of the
non-salvageable loose stucco for a
clean working surface. Like Laura, he
used a syringe to grout the remaining
stucco and in between the bricks.

Because this tomb has a fine para-
pet, Pietro worked to repair and

Before: The roof of the Mallard tomb,
covered in vegetation

reconstruct its original slope. He re-
paired other decorative design ele-
ments including the chamferred cor-
ners and two of the four corners at the
base of the tomb.

Local architect Frank Masson do-
nated his time this month to teach the
team how to pull profiles. The profiles,
which were taken on each tomb prior
to beginning, will be used by Pietro and
the others to recreate the plaster-work
of the remaining features. After he
completes this phase of work, Pietro

In progress: Pietro applying a scratch
coat for a plaster patch on the parapet

will fill the lacunas (large voids) witha
commercially available structural
grout.

As a final touch, the cartouche,
which is missing from the fagade, will
be recreated in zinc by Patricia Hulin to
complete the restoration of this exqui-
site specimen of architecture designed
by Jacques Nicholas dePouilly.




