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Landscape Architecture 702-003
Landscape Planning Studio
The Stones of Gungywamp

SCHEDULING
Spring Semester 2004  


Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

with additional hours TBA

COORDINATOR
Dr. Dana Tomlin      tomlins@tiac.net
 





Professor of Landscape Architecture
OBJECTIVES
The primary objective of this course is to relate the academic

 
experience of students in the School of Design to professional

challenges in landscape planning like those they may soon face 

in practice.  It is a capstone course intended to integrate concepts 

and capabilities from several PennDesign curricula and to apply 

them in a real(istic) setting.  The course seeks to refine skills in 

regional site analysis, land allocation, physical planning, and plan 

evaluation with particular emphasis on project organization and 

management, presentation technique, and the use of modern 

information-processing technology.  

METHODS
The course is organized as a series of problem sets addressing different 

aspects of a single, semester-long project in regional landscape planning.  

It is conducted in a studio format with weekly briefings, discussions, and critiques.  

It is managed, however, much like a small professional office with students bearing 

responsibility not only for production but also for direction, scheduling, budget, 

consultants, media, etc. 

Past projects in this studio have involved the establishment of a U.N. world heritage site

for the government of Bolivia (2003), the development of a national archaeological park for 

the government of Costa Rica (2002), preservation planning for a famous cemetery in New 

Orleans (2001), the analysis of historic viewsheds in Philadelphia (2000), the creation of a 

statewide open space plan for Connecticut (1999), the introduction of GIS to Philadelphia’s 

Fairmount Park (1997), an assessment of long-term development trends for a Philadelphia real

estate company (1996), and the extension of a regional highway for the New Jersey Department

of Transportation (1995).  These projects have generated professional-caliber products ranging 

from traditional graphics to web sites, compact disks, digital videos and animations, original 

artwork, postcards, musical accompaniments, television spots, newspaper pieces, conference presentations, and refereed journal articles, as well as briefings at the highest levels of 

government.  

PROJECT
This spring, the studio will take on an intriguing site located in the southeastern Connecticut town 

of Groton.  Here, a series of primitive stone structures in the vicinity of Gungywamp Swamp  

( www.hartfordadvocate.com/gbase/Guides/content?oid=oid:7738 )  are regarded by some as evidence of settlement by Celtic explorers long before Columbus.  Our task will be to investigate the past and to anticipate alternative futures for this site in an attempt to satisfy four clients. 

First is the Landmarks Foundation ( www.landmarksfoundation.org ), a New York City philanthropic organization committed to the protection of sacred landmarks around the world.  It was Landmarks’ founder Sam Green who first brought the Gungywamp site to our attention and whose interest here relates to the fundamental question as to whether or not this sacred(?) site is worthy of their support.

Second is Engel Brothers Media, Inc. ( www.ebmedia.com ), a New York City film company known for its highly-regarded television documentaries.  We will be working with Dr. Alexei Vranich, who recently worked with Engel Brothers to produce a Discovery Channel special (airing this month) on the Costa Rican project that we pursued in 2002.

Third is Bentley Systems, Inc. ( www.Bentley.com ), a Philadelphia-area software company responsible for the well-known MicroStation CAD package.  Bentley has recently awarded a grant to Penn’s Cartographic Modeling Lab ( www.cml.upenn.edu ) to explore prospects for combining MicroStation’s graphic capabilities with the cartographic functionality of the ArcGIS geographic information system.  We will be working with Ms. Marlen Kokaz, a Research Associate in the Cartographic Modeling Lab.

And fourth is the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection  (http://dep.state.ct.us ), which may soon be in the process of  acquiring the Gungywamp property from its current owner.  Our contact there is Ms. Deborah Dumin of the CT-DEP Environmental and Geographic Information Center 

( www.dep.state.ct.us/cgnhs ).
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TRAVEL
Day trips to the Gungywamp site will be scheduled as necessary.  It is about 4 hours from Philadelphia by either car or train (and cab).

GRADING
Letter grades are assigned on the basis of reports, presentations, and class participation.

ENROLLMENT
Enrollment in this course is anticipated 

at approximately 12 students.  Experience

in computing is not required, and students

[image: image3.jpg]


throughout the University are welcome to

participate.
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